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ABSTRACT 

As a vestige of the transition from the urban boundaries to the natural environment, 

the historic urban countryside has heritage importance due to the city's geographical 

and temporal history. Unfortunately, their cultural landscape legacy is slowly 

vanishing due to the rising tensions between urban building and preservation of 

cultural landscapes brought about by recurrent social revolutions. This research 

examines Shanghai's Sheshan Urban Countryside Historic District and classifies the 

cultural landscape's epochs—Emergence, Development and Exploration, Diversity 

and Prosperity, Turbulence and Change, and Stability and Precipitation—according to 

the layers of history. This study examines the development of Sheshan's cultural 

landscape heritage layers through the use of Historic Urban Landscape Historic Land 

use Assessment (HUL) and Historical Landscape Assessment (HLA), with the goal of 

identifying the properties and values of these layers. According to the research, 

there are four distinct stratigraphic connections seen in Jiufeng Sheshan's cultural 

landscape heritage: accretion, juxtaposition, overlay, and decline. Based on these 

results, the superposition of various stratigraphic patterns seems to be an 

evolutionary trait that occurs continuously. In addition, the cultural landscape strata 

of Jiufeng Sheshan have shown a faster development rate in the heritage value 

throughout the contemporary time. In contrast to literati gardens and Buddhist 

artifacts, contemporary religious and scientific structures have a better chance of 

surviving intact. Living conservation and renewal of landscape heritage must be 

intervened upon in light of the cultural landscape heritage's knowledge and value 

evaluation. This necessitates the formulation of a plan for the preservation and 

revitalization of cultural landscape heritage, one that ties together the dispersed 

cultural artifacts and adheres to the principle of historical stratification. This 

research may be used as a guide for the organic revitalization of rural and urban 

regions as well as for the preservation and transmission of cultural landscape 

heritage in rural and urban historical districts. 

Keywords: Historic Landscapes, Culture, Sustainable Growth, Landscape 

Architecture. 

INTRODUCTION 

The complex idea of "cultural landscapes" has the backing of several nonprofits and 

government agencies. In this expression, the natural environment and all the 

interpretations and changes brought about by human civilization are included. In 
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addition to being popular tourist destinations, cultural landscapes may serve as the 

foundation for sustainable land management plans (Shen & Chou, 2021). Researchers 

have shifted their concept of legacy from individual symbols to bigger landscapes, 

prompting urban planners to expand their attention from individual cities to whole 

regions. Cultural landscapes, which are matters of place, are an inevitable part of 

urbanism. Initiatives at the regional level may help cultural landscapes get official 

recognition and open doors for public involvement by creating detailed plans that 

show how they have evolved and how people have used them. Recognizing history 

as a social and economic resource, these regional plans provide a sustainable 

paradigm. The goals of the model's implementation are twofold: first, to preserve 

the valued legacy; and second, to encourage economic activities including tourism, 

investment, and trade. They also provide a program for development in the long 

run. Incorporating the concept of continuous adaptation and planning for 

prospective future expansion may turn heritage landscapes into economic drivers 

and the foundation of revitalization initiatives in their particular areas. The ideal 

outcome of turning the environment into a resource is to improve the local 

community in a lasting and sustainable way. Cultural landscapes have the potential 

to have a big impact on sustainable urban development on a regional scale. After 

looking at the cases of cultural landscapes and historical parks from all around the 

world, the writers provide some guidelines for their creation and upkeep. Instead of 

a systematic model, their goal is to provide a structure for understanding the 

complex relationship between heritage and development, revitalization and 

preservation, planning and protection (Udeaja et al., 2020). 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

Landscape architects expertly blend natural and man-made components to create 

aesthetically pleasing and functional spaces. The principles of modern landscape 

architecture center on people's needs, encourage technical advancement, and 

guarantee environmental preservation. Landscapes, which are important for 

preserving place and history as repositories of cultural and historical narratives, are 

frequently overlooked in this drive toward modernization. The landscapes of 

different communities reveal a lot about their social structures, religious views, and 

cultural values (Bunu et al., 2020). Whether it's for a garden, a sacred site, or an 

urban park, traditional landscape designs always reflect the principles and beliefs 

of the original inhabitants. These stunning locations also played a significant role in 

community life, hosting major ceremonies, social gatherings, and even government 

functions. The rise of global trade, advancements in technology, and fast 

urbanization are all aspects that contributed to the creation of modern landscape 

design. Their cultural and historical significance may have been diminished due to 

the fact that these inventions have standardized their places, even if they have 

produced new materials and processes. A lot of people are worried that 

contemporary landscapes may become disconnected from their past and the people 

who lived there. Research on techniques of infusing cultural and historical themes 
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into modern landscape design is critically needed, as this illustrates. Designers need 

to give careful consideration to both the needs of current society and the cultural 

narratives of a place if they want to keep a place's past alive in contemporary 

environments. The first stage is preserving historic sites. The purpose of this study 

is to identify ways that modern landscape designers might effectively combine 

cultural and historical elements. This will give them a sense of belonging while also 

allowing them to stay linked to their history. Through the analysis of case studies, 

design principles, and the importance of community involvement, this project seeks 

to provide solutions that integrate innovation with the preservation of historical 

landscapes (Ezenagu, 2020). 

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

The purpose of the research project "Cultural and Historical Significance in 

Contemporary Landscape Design: Preserving Heritage in Modern Landscapes" is to 

examine how contemporary landscapes might include cultural and historical 

elements while simultaneously safeguarding existing ones. One of the main 

objectives is to discover strategies for preserving cultural heritage in the face of 

urbanization. Other important goals include understanding the role of traditional 

landscapes in community identity and discovering design approaches that balance 

modern needs with those of the past. The objectives of the research are threefold: 

first, to raise conservation consciousness among both professionals and the general 

public; second, to provide examples of effective heritage integration into 

contemporary landscapes; and third, to highlight the lasting advantages of 

preserving historical artifacts, such as enhanced social cohesiveness and cultural 

understanding. All things considered, the study's main objective is to demonstrate 

how contemporary landscape design can honour tradition while also meeting 

emerging demands. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Looking at how contemporary landscape architects and designers incorporate 

cultural and historical aspects into their work, "Cultural and Historical Significance 

in Contemporary Landscape Design: Preserving Heritage in Modern Landscapes" 

delves into several important questions. Some theoretical frameworks, like cultural 

landscape theory, hold that landscapes reflect the beliefs, values, and social mores 

of the people who have shaped them, rather than just being physical places. Carl O. 

Sauer and Christopher Tilley are only two of many historians who have drawn 

attention to the profound symbolic value of landscapes in relation to human identity 

and history (Giliberto & Labadi, 2022). Historic landscapes should be preserved via 

adaptive reuse, according to the ideals stated in the Venice Charter. Prominent 

landscape architects James Corner and Richard Haigh investigate the possibility of 

repurposing elements from the past into modern projects. To meet modern demands 

while retaining cultural importance, research into adaptive reuse—the process of 



Prestieesci Research Review 
 

482 
 

transforming pre-existing buildings or components into new ones—is vital. Timothy 

Beatley and Stephen Wheeler delve into eco-friendly architecture, historic 

preservation, ecological restoration, green infrastructure, and traditional materials 

in their publications. Researchers may study actual initiatives, such the 

revitalization of New York City's Central Park or the restoration of Versailles' historic 

gardens, to see how public spaces may pay homage to the past while still 

accommodating modern requirements. Concerns about cultural homogeneity and 

the erasure of regional identity have been raised by scholars such as Ash Amin and 

Nigel Thrift in their writings on the perils of fast urbanization and globalization, 

which poses a problem for heritage preservation efforts. Scholars such as Sherry 

Arnstein have brought attention to the significance of participatory design strategies 

in landscape architecture. These techniques include the local community in the 

preservation of their cultural past. This highlights the significance of community 

involvement in landscape planning. Sustainable conservation of historic landscapes 

is believed to depend on public education about history and citizen engagement in 

decision-making. The literature review established that future landscape design 

must adhere to a more comprehensive and inclusive approach. What this means is 

that modern development must include cultural preservation in a manner that 

respects and enhances the historical background of landscapes. People will feel 

more connected to their past and the world around them at these locations, which 

nonetheless meet current needs (Gantait et al., 2019). 

RESEARCH QUESTION 

What is the impact of community engagement on the preserving of heritage in 

modern landscapes? 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

Quantitative data were analysed using SPSS version 25. The direction and degree of 

the statistical association were evaluated using the odds ratio and the 95% 

confidence interval. Researchers established a statistically significant threshold at 

p < 0.05. A descriptive analysis was used to identify the main components of the 

data. Data acquired via surveys, polls, and questionnaires, or by modifying existing 

statistical data using computing tools, is often assessed mathematically, numerically, 

or statistically using quantitative methods. 

SAMPLING 

Following an initial study involving 20 Chinese academics, a total of 1,400 Rao-soft 

students were included into the final cohort of investors. Researchers of both sexes 

were randomly selected and provided with a total of 1,660 questionnaires to 
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complete. A total of 1,536 questionnaires were used for analysis after receiving 

1,610, with 74 deleted owing to incompleteness. 

DATA & MEASUREMENT 

The main tool for data gathering in the study was a questionnaire survey. Part A of 

the survey requested essential demographic information, while Part B prompted 

participants to assess various aspects of online and offline channels using a 5-point 

Likert scale. Secondary data was gathered from many sources, mostly emphasizing 

online databases. 

STATISTICAL SOFTWARE  

The statistical analysis was conducted using SPSS 25 and MS-Excel. 

STATISTICAL TOOLS 

To grasp the fundamental character of the data, descriptive analysis was used. The 

researcher is required to analyse the data using ANOVA.  

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

RESULTS 

Factor Analysis: One typical use of Factor Analysis (FA) is to verify the existence of 

latent components in observable data. When there are not easily observable visual 

or diagnostic markers, it is common practice to utilise regression coefficients to 

produce ratings. In FA, models are essential for success. Finding mistakes, intrusions, 
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and obvious connections are the aims of modelling. One way to assess datasets 

produced by multiple regression studies is with the use of the Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin 

(KMO) Test. They] verify that the model and sample variables are representative. 

According to the numbers, there is data duplication. When the proportions are less, 

the data is easier to understand. For KMO, the output is a number between zero and 

one. If the KMO value is between 0.8 and 1, then the sample size should be enough. 

These are the permissible boundaries, according to Kaiser: The following are the 

acceptance criteria set by Kaiser:  

A pitiful 0.050 to 0.059, below average 0.60 to 0.69  

Middle grades often fall within the range of 0.70-0.79.  

With a quality point score ranging from 0.80 to 0.89.  

They marvel at the range of 0.90 to 1.00.  

Table1: KMO and Bartlett's Test  

Testing for KMO and Bartlett's  

Sampling Adequacy Measured by Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin .960 

The results of Bartlett's test of sphericity are as follows: approx. chi-square  

df=190  

sig.=.000  

This establishes the validity of assertions made only for the purpose of sampling. To 

ensure the relevance of the correlation matrices, researchers used Bartlett's Test of 

Sphericity. Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin states that a result of 0.960 indicates that the sample 

is adequate. The p-value is 0.00, as per Bartlett's sphericity test. A favourable result 

from Bartlett's sphericity test indicates that the correlation matrix is not an identity 

matrix. 

Table 1: KMO and Bartlett’s. 
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Bartlett's Test of Sphericity further validated the overall relevance of the correlation 

matrices. The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin measure of sample adequacy is 0.960. The 

researchers determined a p-value of 0.00 via Bartlett's sphericity test. The 

correlation matrix was invalidated by a significant result from Bartlett's sphericity 

test. 

INDEPENDENT VARIABLE 

Cultural significance in contemporary landscape design: A landscape's "cultural 

significance" in contemporary landscape design refers to its perceived and 

appreciated qualities in light of its social, cultural, and historical context. 

Architecture, landscapes, traditions, and rituals are all part of a civilization's or 

communities tangible and immaterial heritage that helps to display and maintain its 

values, history, and culture. Modern landscape architects put a premium on cultural 

relevance in their work, which ensures that spaces are both functional and 

respectful of the many histories and traditions already present there. Taking this 

approach, the researchers recognize that landscapes are not only physical places, 

but also cultural artifacts that impact and are impacted by human culture and 

history. By creating spaces that reflect people's identities, modern landscape 

architecture has the potential to preserve history, unite communities, and enhance 

people's quality of life via the thoughtful integration of cultural elements (Mensah, 

2019). 

FACTOR 

Community Engagement: Involved in the community is a combination of art and 

science. Evidence for this comes from a wide range of academic fields, including 

sociology, politic, cultural anthropology, organizational development, psychology, 

and social-psychology. It is also derived from organizational ideas found in works on 

community psychology, constituency building, community development, and 

community engagement. Applying and adapting scientific knowledge to meet the 

needs of communities and the goals of individual engagement initiatives is an art 

form in and of itself. Community involvement is the overarching term that applies 

to all of these endeavors, regardless of their specific definition or the specific 

structures they take the form of (e.g., coalitions, partnerships, collaborations). All 

levels of society—citizens, businesses, and organizations—benefit greatly from active 

participation in community life. This is a term that many people in the fields of 

project management, company leadership, council/government, health, university 

research, and growth-minded entrepreneurship will hear often. A democratic 

principle at the heart of community involvement is the belief that all members of a 

community should have a voice in matters pertaining to their community. It also has 

the potential to show how community members may have a say in choices that 

impact service delivery, long-term goals, and sustainability (Oladeji, 2021). 
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DEPENDENT VARIABLE 

Preserving Heritage In Modern Landscapes: Modern nations and the Worldwide 

Union for the Preservation of Nature (IUCN) 2014 have taken note of heritage 

landscapes, which are defined as areas where cultural and natural components have 

coexisted throughout time to create a recognizable and possibly protected 

phenomenon. Preservation of culturally or historically important buildings, objects, 

landscapes, or artifacts is the primary objective of historic preservation, which goes 

by a few names in the UK: built heritage preservation, historic preservation, or built 

heritage conservation (Ronchi, 2020). Protecting natural spaces helps to keep 

human-caused harm at bay. Forest conservation projects often use sustainable 

logging practices to lessen the chances of deforestation. Preserving a forest means 

setting aside a portion of its land for potential human habitation in the future. 

Preserving the nation's diminishing natural resources has become an urgent matter 

of national importance in recent decades. The scholars have grown to recognize the 

importance of moving natural resources, which include air, water, land, and 

biological species. At the most recent UN session in Johannesburg and as shown by 

the Kyoto Protocol, the situation has become more dire on a worldwide scale. 

Central to these endeavors is the preservation of Earth and biological life. Extremely 

rapid change and heedless destruction are challenges they must overcome (Oladeji 

& Adetola, 2019). 

Relationship between Community Engagement and Preserving Heritage In 

Modern Landscapes: To design places that honor the past while accommodating the 

hopes and dreams of the present, it is essential to consider the connection between 

community involvement and historical preservation in contemporary landscapes 

(Oladeji & Olatuyi, 2020). To make sure that the places people use represent their 

beliefs, customs, and histories, community involvement means getting locals, 

cultural organizations, and stakeholders involved in the planning and design process. 

Whether it's protecting vital natural elements, cultural practices, or historical sites, 

designers may learn more about the community's priorities by asking them about 

their experiences and perspectives. By including locals, this method guarantees that 

preserving a community's history is about more than just preserving buildings; it's 

also about preserving the traditions, customs, and tales that make a place unique. 

By working together, landscape architects and designers may build cutting-edge 

outdoor spaces that honor these traditions while still meeting current demands for 

things like accessibility, sustainability, and practicality. Residents have a greater 

feeling of pride and ownership as a result of community participation because they 

see that their history is valued and reflected in the places they visit every day. By 

fostering this connection, the researchers can be certain that today's landscapes will 

continue to evolve into places that both respect and build upon cultural traditions 

while also meeting the needs of future generations (Oladipo & Modupe, 2020). 
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Because of the above discussion, the researcher formulated the following 

hypothesis, which was analyse the relationship between Community Engagement and 

Preserving Heritage in Modern Landscapes. 

“H01: There is no significant relationship between Community Engagement and 

Preserving Heritage in Modern Landscapes.” 

“H1: There is a significant relationship between Community Engagement and 

Preserving Heritage in Modern Landscapes.” 

Table 2: H1 ANOVA Test. 

The findings of this inquiry will be significant. The F value is 984.954, achieving 

significance with a p-value of 0.000, which is below the 0.05 alpha level. This 

denotes the “H1: There is a significant relationship between Community Engagement 

and Preserving Heritage in Modern Landscapes” is accepted and the null hypothesis 

is rejected. 

DISCUSSION 

Cultural landscapes, an indelible aspect of human history, have recently emerged as 

a hot topic in rural studies because to the connections between rural life, 

agricultural systems, and physical geography. Globalisation and the idea of 

sustainable development have thrust cultural landscapes into the limelight. 

Communities should not only work to preserve cultural landscapes, but also 

recognise them for the significant history they contain. Cultural landscapes are 

fundamental to legacy because they are malleable enough to undergo study, 

evaluation, documentation, and reawakening of traditions. Not only may they help 

people, organisations, countries, and transnational communities, but they can also 

raise awareness, improve tourist content, and contribute to the creation and 

reinforcement of social identity. 

CONCLUSION 

Preservation, among all the "treatment options" for cultural heritage, often entails 

the least amount of alteration while yet being very mindful of historic objects. The 

current landscape's shape and substance are preserved. In most cases, rehabilitation 

allows for modern additions and changes without affecting important historic 

elements or materials; projects that are considered successful may include changes 

ranging from modest to substantial.  The goal of restoration and reconstruction is to 
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return a building or its features to their original state, as shown in meticulous 

historical records. The most extensive record-keeping is often necessary for the last 

two therapies since they need the most extensive involvement. Changes in the 

environment and urbanisation have altered people's perspectives, which in turn has 

distorted rural sustainability, devastated cultural landscapes, and eroded local 

identities. In addition, it was made clear that cultural landscape indicators were 

associated with cultural identity, which includes things like social ideas, community 

family structures, and practices, as well as social and institutional norms and 

functions. The cultural and physical landscapes of the area's settlements were both 

impacted by this, which in turn impacted the response process. As a result, the 

cultural landscape perception of the locals and their consequences on changes to 

the physical landscape should be considered while developing or managing any given 

place. 
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